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As to the honour that has been done to me on this occa-
sion, I have only this to say, that every time I have been honour-
ed I have felt particularly weak and that when I have received
blows I have felt accession of strength and progressed towards
greater firmness of mind. Those friends, therefore, who speak ill
of me these days are, to judge from results, my well-wishers. I
shall have been rightly honoured only when every friend becomes
a satyagrahi.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 15-7-1914
356.   SPEECH AT SPORTS FUNCTION1
durban,
[July 5, 1914]
Mr. Gandhi said that he was deeply grateful to the Farewell Committee
for having organised those sports and for having set apart that day for the sake
of the Indian children and gathered them together at that short notice, and he
must confess that he was not at all equally grateful for the function that they
had in the Town Hall,2 For him that had been insipid, but that function that
afternoon would cany with it or would send with him the pleasantest recol-
lections of his stay in South Africa. He knew the community of South Africa,
but he scarcely knew the community of India. He felt confident that, if he
wanted to give a knowledge to anybody as to how the Indian mind in South
Africa would run on a particular occasion, he should be able to state accurate-
ly the direction in which it would go, but he had no knowledge at all as to what
the Indian mind in India itself could do or would do on a particular occasion*
To that extent he knew his countrymen in South Africa, and it gave bm> very
great pleasure that afternoon to see those around him when he was about to
say good-bye to South Africa and to say good-bye to his dear countrymen and
to all those boys and girls. He then addressed the children. He said they had
come there that afternoon to indulge in sports, and sports were good, they were
excellent, if they knew the meaning of those sports, but he would leave thost;
alone that afternoon and would like to direct their attention to the real sport
in life. They had raced for prizes and, as Mr. Bailee had just reminded him, the
prize-giving might have a demoralising effect upon those who had the training
of the children in their hands as well as upon the children themselves. He shared
that fear, but, if they had raced that afternoon for the sake of racing in order
* Gandhiji spoke at a children's sports function held in the Albert Park,
Durban. A brief report of the function appeared in Indian Opinion) 15-7-1914,
2 Y& "Speech at Farewell Meeting", pp. 445-7*

